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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 
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- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 
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2a)Q This action is FINAL. 2b® This action is non-final. 
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closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quay/e, 1935 CD. 1 1, 453 O.G. 213. 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 



A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the 
fee set forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. 
Since this application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, 
and the fee set forth in 37 CFR 1 .1 7(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the 
previous Office action has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. 
Applicant's submission filed on 02/20/07 has been entered. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
conditions and requirements of this title. 

Claim 23 is considered non-statutory because the specification does not define 
"computer readable medium" as including tangible media such as physical 
storage device. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 
U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this 
Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
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granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United 
States only if the international application designated the United States and was published under 
Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 1,3-4, 6-7, 9-14 and 16-23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) 
as being anticipated by Hiura et al. [US. 6,628,310]. 

As to claims 1, 14 and 23, Hiura et al. teach a computer implemented method 
and corresponding apparatus for providing an aesthetically pleasing transition 
between two or more graphical user interface comprising the steps/means of 
determining a change between active applications running on a computer from 
a first application to a second application (column 1 , line 66 through column 2, 
line 12); 

replacing a first GUI element associated with the first application that is 
displayed on a computer display with a second GUI element associated with the 
second application (column 2, lines 30-37); and in response to detecting the 
change between active applications, providing visual notification of the change 
between active applications by rendering animation graphics to animate a 
transition between display of the first and second GUI elements, wherein the 
animated transition aids user recognition of differences between the first GUI 
element and the second GUI element (column 3, lines 36-44 and column 4, 
lines 37-50). 

As to claims 3 and 16, Hiura et al. show the step of detecting a change 
comprising detecting a user initiated event (column 2, lines 1-11). 
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As to claim 4, Hiura et al. teach detecting a change comprising detecting a 
mouse click event (column 2, lines 1-11). 

As to claims 6 and 17, Hiura et al. also shows the step of detecting a change 
comprising opening of the second an application (column 2, lines 25-40). 
As to claim 7, Hiura et al. show the step of detecting a change comprising 
detecting the quitting of the first application (column 3, lines 35-45). 
As to claims 9 and 18, Hiura et al. show providing visual notification being 
configured to render rotation animation graphics (column 3, lines 30-67). 
As to claims 10 and 19, Hiura et al. show providing visual notification being 
configured to render scrolling animation graphics (column 4, lines 38-50). 
As to claims 11-13 and 20-22, it would have been inherent that Hiura et al. 
show animation graphics comprising three-dimensional animation graphics, the 
three-dimensional animation graphics comprising animation graphics utilizing 
gray scales and the three-dimensional animation graphics utilize gray scale to 
virtual lighting effect because Hiura teaches the animated transition between 
two windows in a three dimensional structure (column 1, lines 60-67). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for 
all obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented 
and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 
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Claims 24-25 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Hiura et al. [US. 6,628,310] in view of Matthews. 



As to claim 24, Hiura et al. fail to clearly teach the first and second menu bar. 
However, Matthews teaches the first GUI element comprising a first menu bar 
having a plurality of options pertaining to functions associated with the first 
application and the second menu bar comprising a plurality of options pertaining 
to functions associated with the second application (column 18, lines 61-67). 
It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art, at the time the 
invention was made, to combine the teaching of Matthews and the teachings of 
Hiura. The motivation for combination would have been to enhance the 
transition of menu system. 

As to claim 25, Hiura et al. fail to clearly teach the first and second menu bar. 
Matthews also teaches the first GUI element comprising a first menu bar having 
a plurality of options pertaining to functions associated with the first application 
and the second GUI element comprising a second menu bar having a plurality 
of options pertaining to functions associated with the second application 
(column 18, lines 61-67). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art, at the time the 
invention was made, to combine the well known implementation. Motivation of 
the combination would have been to enhance the transition of menu system. 
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Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1,14 and 23 have been 
considered but are moot in view of the new ground of rejection. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Mylinh Tran. The examiner can normally be 
reached on Mon - Thu from 7:00AM to 3:00PM at 571-272-4141 . 
If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Weilun Lo, can be reached at 571-272-4847. 
The fax phone numbers for the organization where this application or 
proceeding is assigned are as follows: 
571-273-8300 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public 
PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see 
http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private 
PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 
(toll-free). 

Mylinh Tran 
Art Unit 2179 




